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The Editors-in-Chief have retracted this article at the 
corresponding author’s request. After publication, con-
cerns were raised regarding highly similar colony for-
mation assay images between Fig.  8e in this article and 
a number of other articles from other groups [1–4]. The 
authors have been unable to provide satisfactory raw data 
to address these concerns.

The Editors-in-Chief therefore no longer have confi-
dence in the presented data.

Hongtao Yu agrees with this retraction. None of the 
other authors have responded to correspondence from 
the Publisher about this retraction.
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